Weekend Sermon Follow-Up Study:
Table Talk:
*Spiritual Conversation Starters for Families

Matthew 23: 1-39:  Week of February 10, 2013
1. Where does Jesus catch your attention in this passage?  What practices touch close to home in your life?  How can you avoid “talking the talk” but not “walking the walk”?

2. How can you avoid making it hard for others to grow spiritually?

3. What about today's church do you grieve over (as Jesus grieved over Jerusalem)?  When have you seen money in a church become more important than what the church stands for?

4. From reading this passage, what should today's teachers and pastors be especially mindful of?  How have you seen the power the pulpit abused in your past?

5. What “camels” are easy for you to swallow?  What “gnats” are difficult (vs. 24)?  How will you cheer Jesus when you see him again?    What are you looking forward to when you see Jesus face to face?  What do you think it will be like?
Weekend Sermon Follow-Up Study:

Digging Deeper:

*Sermon Follow -Up Study for Individuals, Couples, & Groups

Matthew 23: 1-39:  Week of February 10, 2013
1. What was the seat of Moses?  Given Jesus' remarks about the Pharisees in chapters 21-22, what is surprising about his remarks in 23:3?  How does he limit his commendation of the Pharisees?

2. As Jesus sees it, what is the main evil of the Pharisees?  How are the disciples to avoid falling into the same evil?

3. Why would it be more important that the disciples not allow themselves to be called “Rabbi”?  What distinction is Jesus trying to make between his followers and the Pharisees?

4. Compare the path to greatness followed by the Pharisees and that taught by Jesus (vs. 5-12).  What do these two views of greatness teach about the two views of the kingdom?

5. Make a list of the seven charges Jesus makes against the Pharisees and teachers of the law (13-32).  How do they relate to what Jesus says in vs. 2-7?  Do you find anything, and in all seven charges?  How do each of these affect common people?

6. In what way are these religious leaders condemned to repeat the past because of their failure to learn from their forefathers?  How is the punishment in vs.33-36 appropriate to their crimes?

